* > 


9 1ER | 


Chriſtian Warfare: 


OR, A 
Carmi and PRACTICAL 


DISCOURSE 


Of making 


Our Calling and Elai on ſure, : 


WIT H AN 


APPENDIX, 


Concerning 
The PERSONS proper to be admitted to the 
LLORD's-SUPP ER. 


Load dp FOAAGES NN]. 
NEAPA d 3 oagh Souerar 
Bac cip is FEY N, ls e Kivd'v- 
v@-, 5. Ley gepfl. 
"Areas 4 20 46, 


eic bei q our epic. Pindar Nem. Od. 8 
AQuid ergo? non ibo per priorum veſtigia ? ego vero utar 


Dia veteri: ſed fi propiorem, planioremę; invenero, 
buanc muniam. Qui ante nos! Fl moverunt, non do- 
5 mini naſtri, ſed duces ſunt. tet omnibus veritas, 
nondum ęſt occupata + multum ex illa etiam futuris 
relictum. HGeneca. Ep. 33. 


By 22 FREKELE, of Liverpool. 


"LONDON, 


Printed and fold by M. Fennes, at the Turk": ks. 
Gracechurch- ftreet ; J. Noon, at the Mpite- hart, near 


Mercer s. chapel, Cheap-fide; and J. Ho pos, at the L- 


18 
Ot. : + i a 
fo — te 8 
2 by EN! 90 2 . ths N 
* n Sm 
= [EY —— EY 8 Lo "£4 4 


—__ N l N eee 
. ( Det. 2 1 


n 


— ages nn 
— 


Dany _ 
1 
Re en — 


tm 
— 
_— 


71 
"Y 
* 

1 
. * 
I 
© 
L 


72% over · againit St, Maguurcharch, near words. 
hrid 1 124.7 


2.58 
1 
4 * 
5 * 
. L 5 
* | 
KL 
f 
N 
wi 
"TH 7 
. 
3 
* b 
: k 
* 
> 
44 
, "487 
1 
5 2. 
J 
"BE 
*% BOY 
. 4p - 
- 
Tt 
- 324 
0 
1 
% 2 4 
11 
E A 
98 
© 
x 4-- 
5 $Þ 
** ; 
15 F 
ff 3 
8 
Ws. 
854 
"A 
} 12 
- = 
„ Wy 
= 
' . ha 
Set 
*+Y 
= 
* * 
1 
1 
© Fro 
1 
1 
Ve 
© 
3 
— 7 4 
pb. 
” 877 
£ 27 
4 1 
ES 
+ =» 
2 4 
1 
[ k 
$$ 
; i 
7 WW 
8 12 
© WE 
4 
* Ns 4 y 


me = he 
2 "ST, 
FN» 


IR 
. - 


dd 


THE 


P RE FAC E, 


B way of Lxr RA to the 


AUTHOR. 


Dear 8 IR, | 
TH E moſt judicious comentators 
+ and critics have, generally,thought 
that the words, called, elected, ar cho- 
ſen, and the like, were, by ihe writers 
of the New Teſtament, taken from fuch - 
paſſages in the Old Teſtament, as ſpeak 
e Gods cal ling the Jews from among 
the nations, or the reft of mankind, io 
ts his ie people, ar chooſing them to b 
holy unto the Lord. | 
_ N N that fmall tract, which I pub 
liſhed upon this fubj ef, I had thus 
expreſſed myſelf, * © Long before the 
coming of Chriſt, the Heathen world 
| © revolted from the true God, to the 


©. "* See the doctrine of predeſtination reviewed, | 
Hd ji 2. 84, Sc. | 
811 5 A c fer | 
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| 8 «© ſervice of idols and falſe gods; and, 


« therefore, they Were reprobated, or 
c rejected. 


UT thenation of be Jews was 

c choſen. and ſeparated from that 
corrupt maſſe, to be the people of God, 
© and to be holy unto the Lord. And, 
© therefore, 55 went under ſuch titles 
© and denominations as theſe, the chil- 
© dren, or ſons of God, born of God, 
© ox his firſt-born, the 8 the holy 

© people, a kingdom of prieſts, a cho- 
( * ſen, or holy ſeed, the elec, the call- 

ed, the people a God, a peculiar 
h (maple, the Lord's inheritance, or 


| © the lot of his inheritance, - ba and 
© beloved, and the like. 


5 XQ 2 the goſpel, having the moſb 
F ric conneftion with the books of the 
© Old Teftament, where theſe phraſes 


frequently occur; and our Lord and 


his apoſtles, being native. Jews, and 

y begining: to preach firſt in Judea, 

© or within the borders of the land of 
IIrael, —-rhe language, in which tbey 
4 ' preached, world, a —_ abound = 


7-6 © with 
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217 ith the idioms and 1 of the 
« Jewith nation. And theſe being the 
© phraſes, well known, ; from their com- 
non uſe among the Jews, when the 
Meſſiah came, tis eaſy to ſee, why. 
© ſuch of that nation, as refuſed to be- 
© lieve and obey' him, came under the 
* denomination of the reprobated, or 
rejected; for they no longer continu- 
« ed to be the people of God, and there- 
© fore the former appellations were no 
longer given them. Whereas thoſe 
© honorable names and. titles were 
© continued unto all ſuch Jews as im- 
\ © braced Chriſtianity ; and, upon their 
£4 imbracing the Chriſtian religion, 
4 their privileges Wee mncreaſed. „ 


* VA, farther ; beſides the fub- 
c jefts of t ho Meſtiah's kingdom who 
| © were originally of the Jewiſh nation, 
Ait was the decree or purpoſe of 
God, from the begining, inſtead of 
the uabalievice Jews, to take for his 
© people, under the Meſſiah, all ſuch of = 
© he Gentiles as would. Zak jw 


* goſpel, And, as the Jewiſh nation, 
1 1 ge- 


iv The PR EF A C FE. 


generully, or in a body, rejected the 


© Meſliah, hey, who had, till then, been 
© 7þe people of God, were in a bady re- 
© jected, for refuſing him, $i God 

© had ſent to be their King and deliverer. 
«THE ſmall remnant of the Jew- 
© 1th nation, that imbraced the goſpel, 
were received into the kingdom 72 | 
© which he graciouſly erected under his 
Nl Son, the Meſſiah; and fo they 
© continued to be his People, along with 
© the converted Gentiles, who, all toge- 
< zher, made now the church und people 3 
* of God. And, as the Jewiſh nation, 
© before the coming of Ghrif, forthe ſew- 
ih and Gentile Chriſtians, after his 
© coming, bad the nameès of the elect, 
% choſen people of God, and he 
© other appellations, which had former 
2 Ly belonged to the nation of the Jews. 
Th. Tit, together with ſuch high and bo. 
0 Were titles, they were likewiſe, by 
© zhe free prace of God, intitled ta all 
the privileges of the [called and\cho-. 
© fen people of God ; and nothing, but 
8 ber oον wichedveſſ and apoſtaſy, 
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| © could out them off from aucb honors 
band advantages. 


© AS God had determined, from ab 
* geg to tale the Gentiles to be 
His people under the Meſſiah, together 
with the believing Jews, and wor only 
purpeſed it, in his own mind, but 
« foretold it alſo,by many of the antient 
c prophets, Hence aroſe the expreſſi- | 
© ons, concerning his fore-knowing 
them, and predeſtinating, or prede= 
c termining, zo call, chooſe, juſtify, or 
© accept them, and treat ee as his 


: | © children, or people. This, then, a 


' peared to me to be the riſe and re 
of the ſcriptural language, upon this 
ſubject. And I am fill inclined to 

think that, in ſeveral paſſages, the 

writers of the New Teftament had ſuch 

a reference. But I can, not only with 

patience and candor, bebir 1 yy others 

differ from me, but even rejoice to ſee 

| every laudable attempt to have any 

| miſtakes rectified, or any new beauties 

| diſcovered in the facred writings ;--- 


D as Faye contain mw a trea- 


W 
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fare of tnowlege, and greatly promote. 

| the fpuay of all the moſt valuable re- 
ndl of antiquity. 

I know that you, my ths mg ju- 
0 friend, have read the antients, 
with this excellent view, viz. to illu- 

pore the more. difficult paſſages in ho- 
ty ſcripture, and have (as you ſuppoſe) 
diſcovered a beautiful alluſion, upon 
this ſubject, which has not been com- 

mnonly attended to. And, J believe, 
the reader will find that you have per- 
ſued the thought very cloſely, and car- 
ried it a greater length than moſt or” 
ſons would have imagined. 

TO prevent its being contemned, 

| and d: regarded, as a thought intirely 
new, give me leave to mention the 
words of the learned and judicious Mr. 
 Le-Clerc, | in his note on Matt. xx. 
16.] z0 which you have refer'd, D. 7. 
am ready, ſays he, to believe, that 
this phraſe, many are called, but 
© few are choſen, 7s a roverbial form 
F oY Bo «© of ſpeech, as Grotius remarks, which 
E 1 -. 4 luder to that more ſublime ſenſe, 
1 | © in 
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«© in 2228 calling and election are 
* uſed in the Mew Teftament,” but 


© 4phich has another different original 


0 which, i, i am not miſtaken in my 
.M conjecture, i ts from the way of mufter- 
ing andchoofing ſoldiers; whenall,that 
© were fit to carry arms, were ordered to 
© preſent themſelves, upon ſuch a certain | 
© day, and fo were called to ſome par- 


« ticular place; 'where, when many 


to carry on the war, in which- they 
were going to be ingaged, the mf 
valiant only were choſen : ſo that 
there hs? many called, and few 
choſen. Thus, when . Gideon, Judg. 
vii. had called, or ſummoned together, 
many zo 57 the Midianites, who | 
made war with the people of the Jews, 

there were but few choſen 70 perform 
that ſervice; ſee alſo Joſh. vill. 3. and 


A 


« ſo likewiſe Chriſt, Luke vi. 13. called 


© unto him his diſciples, who were ma- 


© ny, and out of them he choſe twelve, 


0 dom be ae named paſſes. 


| THO 


more had met, than were neceſſary —y 


r 


7 ⁵² . ] 
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THO M.. Le-Clerc has "UN" 
this thought, be has not, by any means, 


carried it ſo far, or ſupported it ſo well, 
as.you have done. However, you will 


(1 dare ſay) chearfully ſubmit all you 
have ſaid, to the moſt ſevere examina- 
zion of every candid and judicigus 


reader; and leave it ta fland or fall, 


| Gs it is, or is not, founded on reaſon 
and ſcripture, truth and evidence... 


THAT lnoulege and virtue, truth 
and righteoufneſſe, liberty and charity, 
may ſpread daily, more and more; and 


that you, by all your frudies and labors, 


may conduce thereto, is fe "Os mo 


of Jour. 77 
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humble Servant, 


GEORGE BEN SON. 


2 Pr. i. 10, 11. 


*. berefore the rather, * f 
Live diligence to male your call. 
ing and election ſure : for if you 
do theſe things, you ſhall never Bb 
| fall: For fo an entrance ſhall le 
minifired unto you abundantly, | 
into the everlaſting kingdom of | 
our. Lord and Saviaur 72 efus | 

Chrift. 


F the deſign of revelation be, 
sas I ſuppoſe it is, to relieve the 

Ml 1 8 weakneſs, and to rectify the 

89 abuſes of human reaſon; it is 

highly proper that the divine 
' oracles ſhould be delivered in a plain and 

Popular ſtyle, not in a Philoſophic lan- 


3 guage: 


123 


guage: that ſo the meaneſt capacity might 

be able to comprehend, with eaſe, the great 
rinciples, duties, and motives of el ion. 

But, becauſe the peculiar idioms of ſpeech 


are ſubject to vary, almoſt in every age, as 


well as in every nation: it is, therefore, 


impoſſible, that the ſame ſty le and diction 


can ſuit alike, all times and places. There 
is nothing, e. g. which contributes more 
to the ornament and popularity of ſtyle, 

than apt ſimilitudes, lively metaphors, and 
pertinent alluſions to Mana rites and 
cuſtoms*. But whatever elegance, or per- 
ſpicuity, there might be, in ſuch forms and 
modes of ſpeech, as they were firſt uſed 


and applied; all the beauty and force of 


the expreſſion will be loſt to thoſe perſons, 
who do not obſerve the true point of 
compariſon, nor attend to thoſe particular 
— which gave occaſion to that ſort of 
hraſeology. Nor is this all; when people 
h ave once overlooked the true ſentiment, 
they are liable to affix wrong ideas to 
words, whereby they commit very great _ 
miſtakes, in the underſtanding” of antient 
writers. If the holy ſcriptures themſelves 


| * Henee fo many rules laid down by the critics, | 
7 the proper uſe of theſe tropes. Ariſtot. de 
| Rhetor, 1 iii. cap 2. and de Art. Poetic. cap. 21, 

Longin. de Sablim. ſect. 32. Tully. de Orat. ond ik 
Aintil. 5 lib. Ville cap. 6. 8 


of © 
be not exempt from this inconvenience, 
we have no cauſe to wonder at it, much 
leſs any reaſon to object againſt the ſacred 
ſtyle, upon this account. It cannot other- 
Ways be, without a miracle, but that the 
language of ſcripture, how plain and po- 
pular ſoever it was, in its original ſtructure | 
and compoſition, muſt be attended with 


| ſome obſcurities, to common readers, efpe- 


cially, at this diſtance of time and place 
from the grand ſcene of action. And for 
any one to make this an objection againſt 
the ſacred writings 1s contrary. to all ſenſe 
and reaſon. 
TH1s being premiſed, in order to pre- 
pare the way for what J have to offer from 
the words of the apoſtle, which are pitched 
upon for the ſubject of the enſuing dif- 
_ courſe; I proceed to obſerve, that their 
connection with the context is plain and 
obvious. At the 'third verſe St. Peter re- 
minds Chriftians, of the high privileges 
they enjoyed, under the goſpel ; namely, that 
God has given us all things, which pertain 
to life and godlineſs, thro' the knowledge 
of him who hath ca/led us to glory and 
virtue. Under theſe advantageous circum- 


ſtances, the apoſtle recommends, in the next _ 


ace, a ſuitable conduct, and a behaviour 
anſwerable to ſuch goſpel benefits. And 
ſo, in this view, the words before us are 
r uſhered 
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(4) 
' uſhered in, by way of inference. Where- 


fare the rather, brethren, give diligence, &c. 
Now, in this paſſage of ſcripture, there 


5 are two things which demand our atten- 


tion. 


Firſt, T THE - great duty enjoyned, viz. 
to give diligence to make our calling and 


election ſure, or firm, 
Secondly, Tye argument, or motive ; 


with which it is enforced. For if ye do 
theſe things, ye ſhall never fall, 75 or fa 


an ee &c. 


Firſt, Lx us conſider the nature of 
the duty, and what the apoſtle may be ſup- 
poſed to intend by, giving diligence to 
make our calling and election ſure, or firm. 
To this end it will be proper to enquire 


diſtinctly into three particulars. 1. What 


we are to underſtand by calling and election. 


2. What is meant by making our calling and 
election ſure, or firm. 3. What is implied 


in giving diligence to make our 8 and 
election ſure, or firm. 
1. LET us enquire, what we are to un- 
derſtand by calling and election. A juſt 
explication of theſe terms may give ſome 
light, both to this, and other paſſages of 
ſcripture, which have a near affinity with 
it. I ſhall, therefore, endeavour to clear 


1 up the words from that cloud of obſcurity, 


Which 


70 


which ſeems to have darkened their ſenſe, | 
and concealed their true meaning, from the 


generality of readers, not to ſay writers too. 
But ſhould I happen to ſuggeſt a notion, 


which may appear to any perſons to be | 


Vrholly new; I hope none will be ſo raſh 
as to reject it purely upon that account. 
Let what I bave to offer in ſupport of it 
be conſidered with candour ; and then form 


an . impartial judgment, if an impartial 
judgment may be formed, where contrary 


rejudices have been deeply imbibed and 
hg retained. | 49 | 

Now, my notion of the matter is this; 
the terms calling and election are figurative 
expreſſions, alluding, I ſuppoſe, ſometimes, 


to military affairs, according to the antient 


Roman diſcipline. And that there ſhould 


be ſome alluſions in the New Teſtament to 
the military cuſtoms of the Romans will 
not be thought incredible, by any one, who 
conſiders, on the one hand, the extenſive 


deſign of the ſacred writings, eſpecially the 


general epiſtles; and, on the other hand, the 
large dimenſions of the Roman empire, in 


thoſe days, or how far that victorious people 


had carried their arms and conqueſts: an 
account whereof may be ſeen in Appian ®. 


Now the cuſtom was among the antient 
| Romans and their allies (to ſay nothing at 
3 preſent 
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(e) 


preſent of what was practiſed by the Greeks © ) 


When forces were to be raiſed, I fay, it 


was the cuſtom, to call together by a pub- 
lic ſummons all that were capable of bear- 
ing arms, who were obliged thereupon to 
appear: and, then, the officers appointed 


for the purpoſe choſe out proper perſons for _ 
the ſervice, and diimiſſed the reſt. 80 that, 


upon theſe occaſions, you will obſerve, there 


Was a call given, and an election or choice 
made, in conſequence of that call. 


Tals method of proceeding, in that 


caſe, is clearly deſcribed by Polybius ; who 
4 tells us that it was practiſed every year *, | 


But there be alſo frequent references to the 
ſame uſage in other antient writers. Diony- 


ius Halicarn. faith; * The conſuls pro- 


* poling a levy called all the citizens to 
« arms Appian, ſpeaking of new- 
raiſed men, calls them new-ele&ed*. In 


the Latin authors, the like phraſes Occur. 


Thus we read; in Tacitus, elected forces s. 


a And again; elefted, or choſen, auxiharies ” = 


e See Pogtor, n now Archbiſhop, Potter 5 aus of 


Greece, book iii. chap. 2. 


Vid. Palzb, lib. vi. p. 466. 7, 8. edit. lac N 


| Caſaub. 


© Ot 4 bao alete, pod eg ED Tg m 
Es, eh. 27 2d anda. Antiq. Ib. x. p. 492. edit. 
£ : 
g 5 27 ds Ny d Yorks 7 Ta ruxdller Tele, 75, 
rs We ell. civil. lib. 3. 
en electi. Hit. lib. * 


b Electis auxiliis. Hiſt. lib. ii. 


(7) 


* likewiſe, in Virgil, youth choſen for : 


„ with other paſſages to the ſame effect. 


Hens alſo that remark of Seneca, the phi- 


loſopher, © Thoſe whom the camp receives 


< to toil and danger, it chooſeth with the 
te utmoſt nicety *.” The cuſtom aforeſaid. 


having given occaſion to theſe forms of 


ſpeech, and brought them into common. 


uſe; no wonder if they came to be ſome- 
times applied to other matters. Tacitus, 


ſpeaking of the acceſſion of one of the Romait 
emperors, obſerveth ; © Things were ſo or- 


4 dered that he might rather ſeem to be 


« called, and choſen, by the common- 


« wealth'” And to come now to the 


| ſacred writers. That proverbial ſaying, uſed 
by our Saviour; many are called, but few 
_ choſen, had its riſe, probably, from the 
ſame cuſtom". And hath not St. Paul a 
viſible reference to the ſame thing, in the fol- 
lowing words; © Fight the good fight of 


e faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 


=: thou: art alſo called ?” Again; ; No man 


« that . entangleth himſelf with the 


3 Bells lecta 3 Eneid. lib. viii. 
* Caftra quoque quos ad laborem & periculum recipi- 
| unt aſtidioſe legunt. Epiſt. 44. 


ſt vocatus 2. potins a en wanne. 
A lib. i. | 


Matt. xx. 16. 


A See Le Clerc's — in lr. 
2 Tim. vi. 12. : 


N 
4 7 5 
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affairs 


* 1 * 
* 
* 
N I WET 3 r » OO E —— tel We. N 
* F PRAISE hn. 7 tio . gn ST pi 


— 
ours, 


n 
« affairs of this life; that he may pleaſe 
* him, who hath choſen him to be a ſol- 
« dier?,” But nothing can be more full 
to our purpoſe, than that remarkable paſ- | 
ſage in the book of Revelation, where a 
war is mentioned, as depending between 
Chriſt and his enemies. Theſe ſhall 
b make war with the lamb, and the lamb 
* ſhall overcome them; for he is Lord 
of lords, and King of kings; and they 
* that are with him, that is to ſay His ſol- 
* diers à are called and choſen and faithful... 
Here we have three diſtinct terms, which 
manifeſtly allude to the military life and 
character. For to be called and choſen, 
plainly refer to the way and manner of 
entering into the army; and to be faith- 
Ful, reſpects the ſoldier's conduct afterwards, 
in keeping his military oath: and this 
may be the ſame thing that the apoſtle 
Peter intends, by making our calling and 
election ſure, or firm; of which more here- 
after. | „„ | 
Having now endeavoured to account 
for theſe figurative expreſſions, calling and 
| OE | election; 
8 AA ink Es 
1 In this ſenſe the phraſe & per” -durod is uſed by 
St. Matthew, chap. xxvii. ver. 54. and, likewiſe, 


by other writers. Auougaetlos xy 08 ver duo. Herodot, 
Calliop. Tots ner auro meds N ly Taphyyen Polyen. 


oͤtratag. lib. 1, cap, 38. 


„„ 


('9) 
election; J proceed to conſider the proper 
meaning of theſe terms, diſtinctly, as ap- 
plied to the Chriſtian character 
1. Ou calling ſignifies the public divine 


call, which is given us in, or by, the goſ- 


pel of Chriſt, to engage in the ſpiritual 


warfare, But the notion of warfare im- 
plies a ſtate of hoſtility, In order, there- 


fore, to form a juſt idea of this matter, it 


will be proper to take a general ſurvey of 


mankind, as- creatures under a revolt 3 


apoſtaſy from God. 


WHERE this apoſtaſy bowing I need | 
not ſay: and by what means, or by whoſe 


inſtrumentality, it was introduced, is no 
leſs evident, from the ſcripture account of 
man's fall. Now, from that time to this, 


there hath been a conſtant oppoſition main- 
' tained and carried on, between the king- 
dom of God and the tyranny of the devil. 

Satan obtained a great advantage over 


mankind, by ſolliciting and procuring their 


firſt apoſtaſy ; ; whereby they forfeited * - 


privilege of immortality ; incured the 
nalty of death; and loſt all hopes of hag- 


pineſs in this world, without any proſpect. 
of a better. Now, where there is no pro- 


ſpect of happineſs, there can be no ſufficient 
motives to holineſs, to any creatures: con- 


ſequently, in the ſtate of lapſed nature, the 


intereſt of religion muſt have languiſhed 
©: 1 and 
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comment upon it than ſome modern gloſſes. 
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(i) 
and died of courſe, without ſome expe- 
dient, to remove the penalty, due to ſin, 


5 pay to put mankind upon a new trial. Bat, 


Ir pleaſed God, in his great comp caſfion 


= to the fallen race, to provide lake relief, 


in that moſt antient promiſe of a redeemer ; 


vis. That the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpents head ',—ſhould defeat his po- 
licy, and deſtroy his power and influence 


in the world. But the ſerpent was to bruiſe 
his heel; importing, that Chri/t was to ſuffer 


death, that he might redeem us from it 


Accordingly ſo he did, For this purpoſe the 


Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
deftroy the works of the devil u. That thro 
death, he might deſtroy him, who had the 


power of death, that is, the Abl (who not 
only introduced death into the world „„ 


but ſerved his own intereſts by it:) and *. 
liver them, who through fear of death were 


all their bi ife-time ſubjef7 to bondage * That 


he might, in a word, recover ſinners from 


the 


DOG: 0.5 111. I. 


This will appear to be the beautiful ſenſe of that 
famous prediction, if it be confidered, that the heel is 
the part, where /erpents uſually wound and kill. Set 
Gen. xlix. 12, I think the following paſſage is a better 
E 
KTeve Tara rav dypio gh. WR. Cafſand. 


P. 60. edit. Potter. 


1 John i Hi. 8. 
See Mr. Pierce in loc. 


Ln 


the common apoſtaſy, and reconcile them 


to the practice of religious virtue, by the 


Bleſſed hope of eternal life, and a glorious 


Immortality in a future ſtate af exiffeneg- 
Axp now, that our Lord Jeſus Christ 


' hath aboliſhed death, and brought life and 


immortality to tight, thro the goſpel” , fince 
| he is riſen and aſcended on high, as the 
Lord of glory, as the Prince of Life, the 
Captain-general of Life *, and immortality, 
—if I may uſe the expreſſion, Behold! 
the goſpel ſummons is ſent abroad, calling 
upon us to attend, and follow our heavenly 


leader and commander, to engage in his 


glorious cauſe, and to light manfully under 
his banner, againſt fin, the world, and the 
devil. This is the high calling of God in 
Cbriſt Feſus*, by wha we are called to glory 
and virtue, 

W1rTu relation to the truth * validity 
of this call; it is attended with all proper 
evidence of a divine authority. Therefore 
indiſpenſable is the obligation we lie under 


to obey the ſummons; and ſo, in this re- 


ſpect, the parallel holds good, between the 


Roman diſcipline, and the Chriſtian diſpen- 


ation. Becauſe the bright evidence, which 
- attends the goſpel, proves its truth and au- 


„ 2 Tim. i. I9, 
 * *Apynyv Ths Collsy As | Hl, 15. 
#2 Philip. ili. 14. 
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thority, as a revelation from God, even to 
a demonstration, the demonſtration of the 
Spirit and of power ®, Under this notion, 
then, all honeſt, well-diſpoſed minds, all un- 

prejudiced and impartial enquirers after truth, 
will receive and embrace it; and ſo comply 
With the goſpel call, and obey the divine ſum- 
mons. Accordingly, before we diſmiſs this 
particular, let it be obſerved, that our call- 
ing may often ſignify the geſpel- call; not 
merely as given, but as complied with, and 
accepted. You ſee your calling, brethren, 

faith the apoſtle, (deſcribing the quality of 
the perſons, who had actually embraced the 
goſpel call) how that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called®, &c, It is well obſerved, 
by Clemens Alexandrinus, © that whereas 
all men were called, thoſe that were wil 
- e | 2 00 ling 


» I Cor. ii. 4, that this is the proper meaning of 


the word”*Armid4&£1s ; that it ſignifies not merely the 


* of a thing, which is more properly ex- 
preſſed by gayzpwors, I Cor. xii. 7. but a demonſtration, 
in the way of argument, appears by that remark of 
Cicero; Argumenti concluſio, qua eſi Grace Arbeits 
ita deſinitur; Ratio, quæ, ex rebus perceptis, ad id, 
quod non percipiebatur, adducit.” Academ. Quęſt. 
lib. ii. In this ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, the word is uſed in 
the following paſſage; "Ogg de vewregats SY ðα 


Soraperos Toe Y warldyen, Tos Toterols di do ei Se, 
*% Tov walnudTwr eve TO. Iamblich. de Vita Pytbag. 
Cap. xVIi. 1 , Wi 3 5 


© 1 Cor. i. 26, 2, 28, 


„ 3 

ling to obey, were named he called“: 
* for, as he adds, there is no unrighteouſ- 
«« neſs with God ©:” which remark obviates 


the cavil of Celſus, viz. that, if all men | 


were finners, all ſhould have been called f. 
2. LET us now enquire, what we are 
to underſtand by election. This term hath 
had ſuch an idea, annexed to it, in Theology, 
by common uſe and cuſtom, that I queſtion 
very much, whether any other notion will 
gain admittance with ſome people. There 
ſeems, indeed, to be a kind of charm in 
the very ſound of the word, which won 
derfully enchants the imagination, tran- 
ſports the mind, I know not whither, and 
carries it forth into all the myſterious 
depths of predęſtination: ſo that wherever, 
almoſt, the word occurs, it is apt to be 
applied, that way, by perſons inured to a 
particular mode of thinking. But, ſurely, 
this muſt be running into an extreme, at 
leaſt, and whatever conſtruction may be 
put upon the word in other places; the 
paſſage before us requires a different ſenſe; 
becauſe the apoſtle here ſpeaks of making 
our calling and election ſure, Can the de- 
crees of God be made. ſurer by us, than 


they 


4 Kayſot wvopacdtions.. | 

e Strom, lib. i, N e 4 

Vid. Orig. contra Celſ. lib. iii. p. 150. edit. 
Spencer 5 9 . | 


(x 14) 
| they are in anal ? Some perſons, 1 
confeſs, by making our election ſure, under- 
| Rand making it ſure to ourſelves, as they 
expreſs it, that is, as they explain it, evi- 
dencing our ele&ion by our calling : but, 
then, by this turn of the words, they give 
us no account how we muſt exidence our 
calling, and make that ſure ; whereas the 
apoſtle exhorts us to make our calling ſure, 
as well as our election: and therefore ſuch 
a conſtruction muſt be put upon the phraſe, 
as will be alike applicable to both caſes. 
| Beſides, the word, in the original, doth 
not properly ſignify evidence; but ſuch a 
ratification, firmneſs, and flability of any 
matter, which cauſeth it to take effect, 
and to anſwer its true end and deſign. To 
all which, let me add; the nature of the 
_ alluſion, couched in the apoſtle's words, 
obligeth us to put another ſenſe, than the | 
commonly received one ©, upon the term 
election; as it is here uſed and applied. 
And fo what az old expofitor hath remarked 
upon that parallel place, Rev. xvii. 14. is 


applicable, I think, to the paſſage before 


us: namely, That eternal ele#ion is not 
here meant, but that which -/o//pws upon 
© vocation ; whereby we are ſeparated 

| * from 


| = See the Seventeenth article of the church f Eng land, 


125 
* from the ON, of finners, thro ſancti- 
i <<. fication®.” 

Bur in order to clear up this matter a 
little farther; let us recollect what — 
been ſaid before, concerning the military 

cuſtom, ſuppoſed to be referred to. When 
forces were to be raiſed ; all the men ca- 
pable of bearing arms were called together, 
by a public ſummons. Now to Zheſe, 
anſwer all thoſe perſons, who hear the goſ- 
pel call; but more eſpecially thoſe that 
give a proper attention to it, and ſo are 
the called, as we have already obſerved. 
But then, farther; out of the number of 
them that were ſummoned, and thereupon 
made their appearance, proper perſons were 
elected and choſen for military ſervice. In 
like manner, all that appeared to be duly 
qualified, and diſcovered a proper diſpo- 
ſition for the ſervice of Chriſt, by be- 
 lieving and obeying the goſpel call; were 
choſen, elected, or as it were, enliſted into 
the ſpiritual warfare , according to the 
method which God had appointed in. that 
caſe ; particularly by the Chriſtian facra- 
ment of baptiſm, to which the apoſtle 
ſeems to refer, in the preceding verſe *. 
Fe 
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See Mr. Locke's note on Rom. ii. 6. 


Ver. 7. of this chapter. 
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Therefore election, conſidered in this view, N 
plainly ſignifies our admiſſion into the church 


militant, according to the divine order and 


appointment: or, in other words, our 
1 being received of God, as his 5 profeſſed 
people. e 


If this ſhall appear to any an harſh conſtruction ; v 
I deſire it may be conſidered how often the profeſſed 
people of God are ſtiled his cheſen people, both in the 


Pr" 


Fewiſh and Chriſtian church. To give an inſtance in. 


each. Deut. vii. 6. „ The Lord thy God hath 
e choſen thee, to be a ſpecial people unto himſelf.” 
The Fewryh nation might be called a cheſen people, 


even in a military ſenſe, as they were God's militia, 


to fight his battles, to aſſert the cauſe of truth, and 


1 {See Mr. Lowman's anſwer to the Moral Philoſopher.] 


maintain the true religion, againſt idolaters. Com- 


pare ver. 5. of the ſame chapter, with P/al. Ix. 4. 
„ Thou haſt given a banner to them that fear thee : 
<< that it might be diſplayed becauſe of the truth.” 


With relation to the Chriſtian church, the apoſtle 


Peter, adopting the language of Moſes, obſerves ; 


1 Pet. ii. 9. But ye are a choſen generation, a royal 


5 prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 


ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes (or virtues) of him 


< who hath called you out of darkneſs into his mar- 
« velous light:“ In this fine paſſage, the apo/tle ſpe- 


cifies the great end and deſign of Chriſtians being 


called and choſen into the viſible church of God; viz. 


that they might ſhew forth his virtues, 745 dperds, 
which is alſo a military term, importing martial ex- 
ploits. Tageis, ages, dhe dpd pay. Ariſtoph. Rane 
act iv. ſcene 2. Oos w Cnawen Ts Tas T dpyalwv 


geg ty vx, dur d TA Spd]nynudla. Polyæn. Stra- 
tagem. lib. 5. proem.—T doubt not but ſome other 
paſſages of /cripture, which may be thought to point 


another way, would appear, upon a cloſe examination, 


0 


(217) 

I ſhall conclude this enquiry concern- 
ing our calling and election, with obſerving, 
that ſome of the primitive Chriſtians ap- 
pear to have conſidered theſe terms, in 
the ſame popular and figurative ſenſe. Thus 
Tertullian expreſſeth himſelf in his addreſs 

7 to 


to admit the ſame conſtruction. For a ſpecimen of 
the reſt, let the following texts be conſidered. 1 Theſ/. 
i. 4. Knowing, brethren, beloved, your election of God, 
In which paſſage may be obſerved, 1. The proper end 
and deſign of perſons being choſen into the Chriſtian 
church, viz. ſalvation ; in the view of ſecuring which, 
they ſhould ſtrive to be making tbeir calling and election 
ſure. 2. The means, whereby they were cho/zn of 
God: through (rather in, or by) ſan&:fication of the 
ſpirit, and belief of the truth. Becauſe faith was the 
condition appointed of God, upon which perſons 
ſhould be admitted into the Chriſtian church : and the 
gift of the holy Spirit, conferred upon Chriſtian believers 
(whereby they were conſecrated to the ſervice of 
God ;—) was God's expreſs deſignation and actual 


choice of them, to be the members of his church, : 


_ atteſting their right to Chri/tian baptiſm. Acts x. 47. 
This account ſeems to be confirmed by the reaſon 
which the apeſtle gives to prove their election, 1 Theſſ. 
i. 5. 3. The time when they were thus choſen: 
From the beginning; that is, of the apoſtle's preaching, 
I Theſſ. i. 4, 5, 6, Sc. 4. The call, that was given 
them to this: the preaching of the goſpel. It was 
_ God's gracious will and pleaſure to receive the Gentiles 
into his church, tho' the Fews grudged them this pri- 
vilege. See Mr. Benſon in loc. Again, Eph. i. 4. 
According as he, (that is, God the Father, mentioned 
ver. 3.) hath choſen as in him, (meaning Jeſus Chriſt) 
before the foundation of the world, &c. The apoſtle 
may be underſtood to ſpeak here, of God's pur poſe 
and deſign to have a profeſſed church and people, 
I e among 


6 


8 


„„ 


to the martyrs”, © We were even then 


e called to the warfare of the living God, 


« when we anſwered to the words of the 
« ſacrament” ,” Where he ſpeaks of 


| Chriſtian baptiſm, in the common ſtyle and 


and language of thoſe times, expreſſing it 


by a word, which alludes to the military 


* 


oath. 


among the Gentiles, See Mr. Locke in loc. And, 
fince the choice, here ſpoken of, plainly refers to the 
goſpel period; their being ſaid to be choſen, before the 
foundation of the world, can only be meant, by a known 
Hebraiſm, of God's certain purpoſe and deſign, with 
relation to the ſaid choice, which was actually to take 
place under the goſpel diſpenſation, in the calling of 
the Gentiles. Hence they are ſaid, ver. 11, to be 


4 predeſtinated, according to the purpoſe of him, who 
a 


&« worketh all things, after the counſel of his own 
cc will;“ executing his former deſigns, in his preſent 
diſpenſations. Upon other occaſions, the ſame aps/?le 
of the Gentiles ſpeaks both of calling and election, as 
the matter of a divine purpoſe. The calling of the 
Gentiles was according to God's eternal purpoſe, 
Eph. iii. 11. compared with the foregoing verſes. 


See alſo 2 Tim. i. 9, 10, 11. Nom. viii. 28, Again: 


St. Paul ſpeaks of the purpoſe of God, according (or 
with reſpect) to election, Rom. ix. 11. And what 
election there ſignifies,— that it relates to the profeſſed 


people of God, and the viſible members of his church 


here upon earth, will appear, by comparing that con- 
text with Malachi i. 2. See Mr, Locke and Dr, Whitby 
upon that chapter. 

n Hocati ſumus ad militiam Dei vivi jam tunc, cum 
in ſacramenti verba reſpondimus. 


This, by the way, will, perhaps, explain what 


our apoſtle means, by the anſwer of a good con- 


ſcience, with relation to baptiſm, 1 Pet. iii. 21. 


(wk = 


oath o. ; Again, the ſame author hath theſe 


_ expreflions ; called by water, choſen by 


blood? , It muſt be confeſſed the Valen- 


tinians had early a more refined and philo- 
ſophical notion of election, as we learn from 


Trenæus . But this venerable writer repre- 


ſents them as a moſt infamous ſe& of here- 
tics; whoſe principles were as weak in 
„ DW. 7 


The word ſacramentum is a contraction of ſacrum 


juramentum; and ſo it is rendered eo 3pyor, by 


Diomyſ. Halicarn, Antig. lib. viii. The propriety of 


this term, as applied to bapri/m and the Lord's-ſupper, 


is excepted to, by ſeveral writers. Curcellæus in par- 
ticular, having taken notice, that the word, ſacra- 
ment, originally ſignified an oath, eſpecially the nili- 
tary oath, Wc, proceeds to aſk; what relation hath 
baptiſm and the Lord s-ſupper to theſe things? Op. The- 
olog, p. 826. But ſome relation between them may 
be diſcerned, with a view to the notion of a ſp:ritual 
warfare, which manifeſtly gave occaſion to this uſe 
of the term. The correſpondency between bapti/m 


and the military oath may be hinted at, by St. Paul, 


when he ſpeaks of being baptiſed for the dead: 1 Cor. 
xv. 29. by way of alluſion, perhaps, to the cuſtom 
of filling up the vacancies in the army, with freſh 
recruits, See the very learned Sir Richard Ellis's fine 


remark upon the place, Fortuita Sacra. p. 137, Ce. 


Farther ; the words of Tertullian, viz. anſwering to 


the words of the ſacrament, may lead us into the 


meaning of the ape, Peter, when he ſpeaks of the 


anſwer of a good conſcience, with reference to baptiſm, 


1 Pet. iii. 21. | 
Lib. de Baptiſmo, a 
2 "Faults de unepuilicr, Tebis dnomantyls Y of- 

| _ "Exnoyis. Adverſ, Hereſ. lib. i, p. 31. edit, 
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(20) 
their foundation, as wicked in their ten- 
ET” 
Arp ſo much for the firſt thing, vix. 
what we are to underſtand by our calling 
and election. : 
2. Our next enquiry is this; © what is 
« meant by making our calling and e- 
election ſure?” This matter hath been 
touched upon before; but I would now 
farther obſerve, that to make our calling 
and election ſure, is to ratify and confirm 
them, by a conduct ſuitable to their high 
and holy deſign; without which they would 
be null and void, in vain and of no fig- 
nificancy, or effect, with relation to the 
valuable ends and purpoſes of religion and 
Happineſs, But, to give ſome farther illu- 
ſtration to this matter, let the following 
particulars be conſidered. 
I. IN order to make our calling and 
election fure, that 1s, to | ratify and confirm 
| e thieay; 


7 Whether this fort of men gave occaſion to that 
reflection of Cæcilius, Sic ſectæ veſtræ non ſpontaneos 
cupere, ſed electos. Minut. Felix. p. 84. edit. Davis: 
or, whether it be a mere calumny, like many other 
of his cenſures, it is certain the notion, he chargeth 

upon the primitive Chriſtians, contradicts a common 
5 maxim, viz, that Chriſt will have none but volun- 
Zeers, in his ſervice. There ſeems, indeed, to have 
been a diſtinction in the Roman diſcipline, between 
volunteers and choſen men. Vid, Plin. hl, lib. x. 30. 


But to urge a parallel here, would, 1 ſuppoſe, be 
Arjving t the om; ta too far, 


( wx } 


them; it is neceſſary that we live up to 


our Chriſtian engagements, and thereby 
acquit ourſelves well in the ſpiritual war- 
fare. The good ſoldiers of Feſus Chrift are 


called, and choſen, and faithful“: they are 


| faithful & 1 6 their military engagements. 


Now the military oath did run in this 


form : © we will obſerve orders, and do, 
© to the utmoſt of our power, whatſoever 


is commanded us by our 'chiefs*,” In 


like manner the profeſſed followers of Chriſt 
lay themſelves under a ſolemn obligation to 
obſerve all things whatſoever he. hath com- 


mandedu. By the faid oath, the Roman 


ſoldiers obliged themſelves to follow their 
commanders whitherſoever they lead them v. 
Accordingly, it 1s faid of the true followers 


of Chriſt : theſe are they which follow the 


Lamb whitherſover he goeth*. Whatſoever 
expedition, or duty, we are lead out upon, 
we muſt follow the Captain of our ſalva- 


tion, with reſolution and vigour, undaunted 


with the proſpect of difficulties and dan- 
gers. This 3 is to walk e of the vocation 


where 


| © Rev, xvii. 14. 


HNA Tellapynoei 2 Tuoey 75 mporertToplres © ure 


Tay Ae Kerr dv, Polyb. lib. 6. 
u Matt. Xxviii. 20. 


w Org yer e G. 6 0 cpdludlndem—danalis xe Tous 


Epet]evorirss det mor av aywohs hen as Halicarn. 
Antig. lib. xi. 


2 Rev. xiv. 4. 
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" #oberewtith we are called ? — of. God, : 


who has called us to his kingdom and Ale 8 
And thus, by a worthy deportment, be- 


coming the dignity of our character and 
profeſſion, hopes and proſpects, we ſhall 


confirm our calling and election, ſecure the 


g favour and approbation of our heavenly 


prince and commander, and ſo prevent a 


ſhameful, diſhonourable diſcharge. Concern- 


ing him that overcomes, our Lord Chriſt 


hath declared, I will not blot his name | 
out of the book of life *; an expreſſion, | 
which may allude to the muſter-roll in an 
army, from whence the names of the dead 


were ſtruck off, as well as theirs, who were 
caſhiered b. | 

2. © TAT we may 8 our calling 
et and election, or make them ſure; we 
e muſt perſevere. in the ſervice of Chriſt 


< to the end.“ It is highly probable, con- 


fidering the ſtate of Chriſtians in thoſe days, 
that this is one thing which the apoſtle had 
principally in view; and that he intended 


to warn Chriſtians, and thereby arm them, 
againſt the danger, fin, and ſcandal of apo- 


Fab, of deſerting the cauſe of Chriſt, and 
| meditating 


7 255 „ 
? 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. 
* Rev. Iii. 5. 
v Miles pulchre centuriatus g = expundto in manipula, 
Plaut. Cureul, act iv. ſc. iv, Vid, Not. Varior. in lac. 
edit. Oronov. 
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meditating a revolt, like ſo many traitors 
and renegado's. The apoſtle to the Hebrews 


hath expreſſed this matter, by holding 


. faſt the confidence, and rejoycing of the 
4 hope firm unto the end ©” The fame 
thing is alſo intended, by being faithful 
unto death. To this purpoſe, Clemens 
| Alexandrinus obſerves ; © Thoſe perſons, 
that do not raſhly expoſe themſelves to 

« death, but do it, at God's call, with 

5 alacrity and manly fortitude, confirm 


« heir calling, or make it fure®:”—lan- 
guage, which manifeſtly refers to the words 


of St. Peter, under conſideration, So that, 
according to that learned writer, a Chriſtian 
may be ſaid to make his calling, and, by 


conſequence, his election, fare, when he 


ſtedfaſtly perſeveres in the ſervice of Chriff, 


and is even ready, when called to it, to 
hazard his life, in the cauſe of fruth and 
virtue, rather than deſert it. This fine 


character another antient Chriſtian writer 


hath expreſſed, by the uncorrupted im- 
et 7eſs of thoſe that ſtand .“ But the no- 


ble ſpirit and reſolution, which becomes a 


| Chriſtian, in this caſe, I cannot deſcribe 


better, 
Hb. iti, 6 6. 
Rev. ii. 10. 


© Toy uaor——BeCaikow. Strom. lib. 7, 


* Incorruptam Nantium firmitatem, Cyprian, de 


TZaplis. 
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| 24 k 
better, than by propoſing the example of : 
Socrates, expreſſing himſelf in theſe terms, 
a little before his death : « I ſhould. be 
« guilty of a moſt horrid crime, O ye 
« Athenians, if J obeyed the commanders 


c whom you choſe; and where they a 


* pointed me a ſtation, in Potidea and in 
e Amphipolis, and in Delios, maintained my 
poſt, as well as others, and hazarded 
« my life: and yet, whos God had ſta- 


& tioned mes, as I verily believed, that I 
* ſhould devote my life to philo „b by, and 


e make it my buſineſs to ſift and try my- 
ce ſelf and others, ſhould I, . thro' fear of 


death, or any ching elſe, & ert my rank ; 


« this had been a grievous crime, indeed, 
« for which you might have juſtly brought 
« an accuſation againſt me as an Atbeiſt; 


or accuſed me of Arhbeiſm®,” Such 
1 language as this breathes a ſpirit worthy of 
a btave Chriſtian hero. 


3. Taz ſolemn renewing of our "NY 
mental vows, or reſolutions, as Chriſtians, 
upon proper occaſions, may be conſidered 
as an uſeful mean of making our calling 


and election ſure. By repeating the ml:- 


fary oath, at certain times, the army gave 


freſh aſſurances of their fidelity to their 


prince 


* Oct dT“. 
* Plato's Hel. 


AS l 
prince and commander. Now, beſides 
baptiſm, the rite of initiation, or admiſſion; 

our Lord Feſus Chrift has inſtituted ano- 
ther politive ordinance in his church, for a 
ſymbol of Chriſtian communion, vis, the 
| Lord's-ſupper, which is commonly called a 
rite of confirmation, or continuance in viſi- 
ble church-memberſhip. As this ordinance 
is a religious memorial of the death of - 
Chriſt, 0h is the propitiation for our fins k; 
it may, therefore, be called a feaſt upon 
a ſacrifice'. And fince it was an antient 
cuſtom, to enter into covenants, and con- 
firm them, by feaſting together upon a ſa- 
crifice , perhaps the Lord's - ſupper may 
be confidered as a fort of federal rite; 
whereby we renew our reſolutions, or re- 
cognize our obligations”, to be the Lord's, 
With a view to this ordinance, we may 
underſtand the account which Pliny gave 
to the emperor Trajan, of the primitive 
Chriſtians, as he received it from ſome 
who had been of their communion ; to the 
following effect. It was their cuſtom to 

* meet together on a certain day, early 
< in the morning, before it was light; and 

i Vid. Tacit. Annal. lib. i. Plin. Epiſt. lib. x. 600 * 
* . John ii. 14. | | 8 
1 See the learned Cudworth's true Notion of the Lord's. 


Supper. 
7 Pſal. l. 5. 
dee Plain Account, &c. 


LS 


to 


8 
«* to ſing an hymn to Chriſt as to a God“, 
« and to bind themſelves, by a ſacra- 
ce nent, not to do any ill thing; but (on 
ce the contrary) that they ſhould abſtain 
“ from. theft, and robbery, and adultery, 
and from betraying their truſt, or deny- 
e ing the pledge ?. The circumſtance of 
time, here ſpecified, in celebrating the 
Lord's-ſupper, agrees with Tertullian's ac- 
count of the matter: for this author faith 
expreſsly; we receive the ſacrament of the 
_ Euchariſt, in our meetings before. day d. 
Therefore, conſidering the Lord's - ſupper 
under this notion, a due ſerious attendance 
upon it, from time to time, may be deemed 
an uſeful mean of making our calling and 
election ſure , by impreſſing and reinforc- 
ing, upon our own conſciences, the ſacred 
ties and obligations of religion. 0 
3. Tux third and laſt thing remains to 
be conſidered: namely, what is implied 
in giving diligence to make our calling 
and election ſure, © Wherefore, the ra- 
1 e 2 ther 


K 


cc 


lt was, no doubt, on the Zord's-day, that they 
met together; and ſo the hymn they ſung to Chri/ 
was, probably, an hmm upon his reſurrection. It was 
cuſtomary among the Heathens to ſing hymns to their 
Gods, or in praiſe of them; ©zovs 7s vurelon, ndlpius 
* ed\ais. Dionyſ. Halicarn. Antig. lib. 2. 
Plin. Epiſt. lib. x. 27. . 

4 Antelucanis cætibus. De corona militis, 
See the Appendix. 


TO] 


b ther, . brethren, give diligence, Se. 


Now, to give diligence, in this affair, is to 
make it our principal care and buſineſs ; 
and to purſue the matter with proportion- 


able zeal and vigour, according to the na- 


ture and Impoſimnce of the great under- 
taking. 


1. TO give Hiligence to male our calling 
and election ſure, is to make this affair our 


principal care and buſineſs. Abſtracting 
our minds, as much as may be, from other 
matters, we muſt be, not ſolely, but chiefly 
intent upon the ſuperior concerns of re- 
ligion. The affairs of this lower world, 
muſt, by no means, be neglected: but, 
with ſuch things we ſhould not unne- 


ceſſarily incumber ourſelves; all muſt be 
managed in a conſiſtency with, and by 


way of ſubordination: and ſubſerviency un- 
to, our ſpiritual and eternal intereſt. Seek 


ff the kingdom of God, &c t. In this view 


St. Paul faith to Timothy, Thou, therefore, 
endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Feſus 
Chriſt, No man that warreth entangleth 


 bimſelf with the affairs of this life, that he 
may pleaſe him, who hath choſen him to be a ſol- 


dier. Which words may receive {ome illu- 
ſtration from what the ſame apoſte hath ſaid, 
E 2 upon 
| TEaudacars. © = 
© Matt. Vi. 33> 


7 * 3 4. 
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upon another occaſion He that is unmar- 
ried careth for the things that belong to the 
Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord“. Be- 
cauſe, among other worldly matters which 
the Roman ſoldiers were not permitted to 
be concerned in, they were not allowed to 
marry*. To this military cuſtom ſome 
reference may be had in the following 
paſſage: Theſe are they which were not de- 
filed with women; for they are virgins 
theſe are they which follow the Lamb whi- 
therſoever be goes", Undiſtracted with fa- 
mily affairs, or any worldly and ſecular 
matters, the true followers of Chriſt firmly 
adhere to his ſervice, which they prefer 
to their own eaſe and convenience, But 
do not miſtake me, as if JI were urging 
celebacy upon any one. What I deſign 
by theſe remarks, is only to illuſtrate — 
Scripture ; and take occaſion from thence 
to recommend to Chriſtians in general, and 
and to Chriſt's miniſters i in particular, a ſu- 


m_ 


v 1 Cor. vii. 32. 

* This matter is overlooked by Dr. Hammond, and 
other Expoſitors, upon the place; but, I i imagine, it is 
one thing which St. Paul had in his eye, and that 
he deſigned to give Timothy an hint upon that 
head, Which he bids him to conſider on, ver. 7. For 
the fact itſelf, conſult Dian. Caf. lib. 60. Tertullian 
Exhort. ad Caftitat. Heredian, lib. 3. which laſt 
named author faith, that the cuſtom aforeſaid was 


altered by the emperour Severus, 
* Revel. . 


1. % % 

perior concern for the intereſts of religion, 
as the one thing needful; in compariſon 
whereof all other things ought to be treated 
as matters of indifference, becauſe the a- 
ſbion of this world paſſeth away *. 

2. TO give diligence to make our call- 
ing and election ſure, is to purſue the af- 
fair with proportionable zeal and vigour, 
according to the nature and importance of 
the great undertaking : it is an affair which 
requires and deſerves our beſt attention and 


application. We muſt, therefore, be ſe- 


riouſly intent upon the matter, and apply 
ourſelves to it with the greateſt induſtry, 
as the language of the apoſtle ſeems to im- 
port *. The diligence required in this caſe, 
may reſpect both application and contri- 
vance. 
Nee muſt be thought and contrivance - 
in the affair. Particularly, we ſhould take 
care to get ourſelves furniſhed with the 
Chriſtian armour, and to have it always 
In readineſs for uſe. Let us caſt off the 
works of darkneſs, faith the apoſtle, and 
put on the armour of light”, Y Alluding, bat 
= Gu OW * Jy 3 


Z I Cor. vii. 29-—2I. 

The ſame word is uſed by Crefins aas, 3 * repre- 
ſents the Aſiatic princes, as wholly bent upon their 
pleaſures, and exceeding ſtudious in gratifying their 
appetites; S Tpuan oud dot. Vid. Athens, Deip- 
mop. lib. 12. | 
b Rom, xiii. 12. 
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bably, to the cuſtom of ſoldiers pulling off 


their cloaths, when they were going to put 
en a ſett of armour ©, Deveſting ourſelves 
of any evil habits we have contracted; 
we ſhould be careful to get our minds 
equipped with thoſe principles of truth and 
virtue, which will arm the ſoul againſt the 
powers and works of darkneſs. This mat- 


ter is otherwiſe expreſſed, © by putting off, 
concerning the former conver/ation, the 


ce old man, which is corrupt, according 

© to the deceitful luſts ; by being renewed 
ee in the ſpirit of our mind, and putting 
© on the new man; which, after God, is 


c created in righteouſneſs and true holi- 
© neſs*®,” A Chriſtian ought to be poſ- 
ſeſſed with ſuch a vigorous principle of pi- 


ety and virtue, as will be ready to exert 


itſelf, ſuitably, upon all emergencies; ready 
to repel the aſſaults of temptation to fin, 


on the one hand, and to bear up under 


any difficulties or diſcouragements in the 
way of duty on the other hand. This is 
what the apoile hath beautifully expreſſed, 
by the armour of righteouſneſs, on the right 


hand, 


- H 3 & 5 4 7 py 7 ; 4 \ 7 
II cor Toivuy e vawpty, avayun Yar Tous HN 
AT emAGeSar, uurrodar mporepy. Lucian de Pa- 


3 


4 That is, the old habit of ſin and wickedneſs ; 


ma) d x pos Ye en GAAG "Fp%s 20 Bio, C lem. 
Alezand. Strom. lib. 3. | 8 


Apheſ. iv. 22—24. 
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You ſhould put on the whole armour of God, 


as the apoſtle directs, that ye may be able to 
ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil, For we 


wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood *, but againſt 
principalities, againſt powers, againſt the 


rulers of the darkneſs of this world, a- 
gainſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high-places. 


Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of 


evil day, and having done all to ſtand. 


Stand, therefore, baving your loins girt about 


with truth, and having on the breaſt- plate 


of righteouſneſs, and your feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace. Above 
all, taking the ſhield of faith, wherewith ye 
ſhall be able to quench the fiery darts of the 
dic fed b. And take the helmet of ſalvation, 

and the fword of the ſpirit, which is the 
word of God, Praying always with all 


prayer” 


f 2 Cor. vi. 7. ; e 
That is not againſt men, but devils—gvuCaa- 
abe ara aviporus dip x) oepra iXouet, Y) Ths QUEEws 
n1uiv uenomoxinect. Polyæn. Stratag. lib. 3. cap. 11. 
n The violent temptations of Satan, with which 


uſed in old time, before the invention of guns; 


Tlupgogats BDS N,. Dio. Cafſ. lib. 48. Ext. | 


Barns ToZvuare mus. Appian de Bell, Civ. lib. 4. 


V aupquents digg Earn, Arrian. de Expedit, Alex, 


lib, 2. & c. 


= end. ond on the left*, by way of alluſion 
do thoſe weapons, both offenſive and defen- 
five, which were uſed in war. In a word; 


God, that you may be able to land in the 


he aſſails our virtue, compared to a ſort of weapons 


- -— ol — 5 _ = — 
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prayer and ſupplication, &i. For prayer 

is A conſiderable aid, in the ſpiritual War- 

fare, whereby divine ſuccours are fetched 

in to our afliſtance : and we ſhould ever 

look upon God as our beſt friend and ally, 

Heathen piety bath wann us this excellent | 
leſſon &. 

Bu r, having farnithed: ourile with 
proper armour, we muſt endeavour to make 
a right uſe of it, and ſhew our diligence 
in the Chriſtian Warfare, by a cloſe and 
vigorous application. All the parts and 
branches of the chriſtian character muſt 
be zealouſſy cultivated and improved; that 
ſo we may acquit ourſelves well in every 

point of duty and conduct. This notion 
of diligence is clearly ſuggeſted, And, be- 
fides this, faith the apoſtle, giving all dili- 
gence, add to 5 faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, &c . If we would give proper 
di 2 7 mas our calling and election 
ſure, to our faith in Chriſt, we muſt add 
virtue, that is, holy fortitude, and courage 
in the profeſſion and defence of the truth, 
that we may not che it, either in our 
words, 


F . betta, rag wegen )lat amiberro, maps Ti; Bur 


Aeris, fog Tels es. Cs JO lib, 
1. cap. xxili. 


Ver. 5—7. . 


. 
words, or actions m. And to virtue hnows- 
ledge ; becauſe courage, without wiſdom and 


conduct, will degenerate into dangerous 


raſhneſs. And to knowledge temperance; 
that, being ſober and vigilant, we may be 


n Perſons may betray the truth both ways: and 


let it be obſerved, by the bye, that St. Peter himſelf 


failed in this point, upon a certain occaſion, for which 


he was blamed by St. Paul, Gal. ii. 1 1, 12. It is, therefore, 
one of the many blunders (which have been ſufficiently 
expoſed, particularly by three conſiderable writers, Dr. 
Leland, Mr. Chapman, and Mr. Samuel Chandler) 
of a modern author, who tiles himſelf, for- ſooth, the 
Moral Philaſopher (J ſuppoſe by way of jeſt) to pre- 
tend that St. Peter was in a different way of thinking 
from St. Paul, with reference to the liberty of the Gen- 
tiles : becauſe the contrary is evident from that very 
paſſage, upon which he grounds his opinion. It is 
ſaid of Peter, that he withdrew (or rather, he dreu- 


in, which avoids the tautology) and ſeparated him- 


cc ſelf, fearing them which were of the circumciſion.” 
So that it was fear and cowardice, not principle, or 
any difference of ſentiment, which led him into that 
method of acting: and, accordingly, he is charged 
with diſſimulation, ver, 13. The word which is ren- 
dered, in our verſion, he withdrew, is übe, ver. 


12. which properly imports, ſuch a behaviour, where- 
by a perſon diſguiſeth his ſentiments, in whole, or in 
. part 5 ſee Acts xk. 20; 27. But the true ſenſe of thg 


word is not ſo well expreſſed in our tranſlation, as it 
may be explained by the following paſlages : *Oupny 
ei ye iv Tiv id dM ,0- oxen) bog e erer 
pt av UH , ort. Demoſth. Olynthiac. 1. 
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always upon our guard againſt the enemy. 
And to temperance patience; ſo as to endure 
hardneſs, like good ſoldiers, and vigorouſly 
fuſtain all the difficulties and fatigues of 


the heavenly campaign. And to patience 
goalineſs; not truſting too much to our 
own ftrength and proweſs, but ſetting up 


our banners in the name of the Lord; and 


relying upon God for direction, aid, and 


ſucceſs, in all our endeavours, to advance 


his honour and intereſt in the world. And 


fo godlineſs brotherly - kindneſs; a perfect 


| harmony, love, and friendſhip among fel- | 


bow-chriſtians, And to brotherly = kindneſs 


charity; a frank, open, generous diſpoſiti- 


on towards all mankind, every way be- 
coming the Chriſtian heroes. ON 

Wx have now finiſhed the firſt part of our 
deſign ; and conſidered, in its different branch- 


es, the important duty of giving diligence to 


make our calling and election ſure. _ 
Secondly. The other thing propoſed to 


conſideration, may be diſpatched in fewer 


words; v:2. the argument, or motive, which 


is here made uſe of, to enforce the faid 
duty: For if you do theſe things ye ſhall 
never fall: for ſo an entrance ſhall be mi- 


niſtred unto you abundantly, &c. In which 
words two things are included: ( 1.) an 
_ aſſurance of victory. (2.) The promiſe of 
a a moſt glorious reward, 34-6 Abit 
Ver. 5, 6, 7 of this chapter, 


„ S NES e gane 


but gain a complete victory over all 


(35 


33 AN aſſurance of victory: For if ye 
Aso theſe things, ye ſhall never fall : that is, 


e ye ſhall never fall in the field of battle 


« your ſpiritual enemies.” This is the 


proper meaning of the term; which con- 


firms the notion that hath been advanced, 


and gives it farther evidence; namely, that 
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the language of the apoſtle, here, is figu- 


rative, and alludes to military affairs . 
Therefore, an aſſurance of victory and fuc- 
ceſs, in the grand expedition for heaven, 


is included in theſe words; For if ye do 


thele things you ſhall never fall; q. d. If you 
do but uſe proper diligence and application 
in the Chriſt 


your progreſs, or to hinder your advances 
| „ = __to- 


o For this uſe of the word ale, let the following 


paſſages be conſidered. EmTapriaTas piy ys ανα’nAνν, 
Xn Th pt Atiixlea. Dionyj. Halicarn. Antiq. lib. 2. 
Atoguvopivous S ors tnlaioay. Plutarch. in Vit. Ageſil. 


Kal de mpds Excivous, Te wiv HD, Toe Je 


aich. Strab, Geog. lib. 14. TyiToy dn ah,. H.:. 


7 rad oy. Appian. de bell. Annib. a E- 


| 75 7 0 
c WE unxer G ct. Dio. Caſf/. 


lib. 40. So 
the verbal noun Maio ia, ſignifies a defeat in battle. 


Kai HbA x, 2d 79) 2Arav e, toys. Dio. Call- 


lib. 38. Nerd 70 lalch⁰bt 79 & NE, Pauſan. 
Beotic. Kai Th e Aryds wer, av0ts Afnvaioy H 


ue Arrian. Exped. Alexand, lib. 1. 


ian warfare, you ſhall come off 
with honour and applauſe, you may reck- 

on the day your own, and promiſe your- 
ſelves an entire victory over your ſpiritual 
enemies; nothing ſhall be able to ſtop 
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dangers Wil they not encounter, for the 


= - 


towards the glorious 8 for = OE IP 
you are contending. For, as it follows, 


fo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto y 
abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrifi, All op- 


poſition ſhall give way to your prevailing 


endeavours, -The world, the fleſh, and the 


devil, will fly before you, like a routed ar- 


my, and leave you a free, open paſſage for 


your marching to heaven, in triumphal pomp 
and proceſſion. Therefore, 


2. Wx have here allo the promiſe of a 
moſt glorious reward, namely, a kingdom, 
an everlaſting kingdom, the everlaſting Ring- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour TFeſus Chriſt ; 


who, as our common head, leader, and 


fore-runner, hath already taken poſſeſſion 
of this kingdom, and effectually ſecured it 


to all his faithful followers, If then, we 
conſider the glorious excellency and mag- 
nificence of the reward, its perpetuity and 
endleſs duration, together with its abſolute 
_ certainty, all which particulars are plainly 


ſuggeſted ;—is not this a mighty motive, 
and a moſt powerful argument, to per- 


ſwade us all 70 give the utmoſt diligence 
10 confirm our calling and election, by a 

ſuitable conduct, and a worthy behaviour] ? 
What incredible pains will men take! what 


hazards will they run! what difficulties and 
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637 
ſake of an earthly crown, which commonly 
ſits looſe, as well as uneaſy, upon the head 


that wears it! And ſhould a Chriſtian thin 

any thing too much, either to do or to 
ſuffer, in order to obtain a crown of glory, 

which fadeth not away? Who ſhall "ſearate 


us from the love of Chrift ! ſhall tribulation, 


or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked- 
neſs, or peril, or fword ! Nay, (but) in all 
theſe things we are conquerors, and more 


than conquerors through him that loved us b. 


I he great love of Chriſt, who was made 
perfect through ſufferings, that he might 


bring many ſons to glory, may well info; Ire 
us with the moſt grateful reſpects, wich 


the moſt ſteady regards and inviolable at- 
tachment to him, at all times. And, ſince 
he hath prepared for us an eueniaing king= 
dom, and alſo furniſhell us with the moſt 


proper means of obtaining it for God 
bath given us all things which pertain to 


life and godlineſs, through the knowledge of 

Him who hath called us to glory and vir- 

Zue*;—the faithful followers of Chrift, 
will not only be conquerors, but rich and 
eternal gainers. Many have hazarded their 
lives for the honour and advantage of others, 
who reaped all the benefit of their toil, | 
ſweat, and blood, But the victorious Chri- 


ſtian 


P Rom. viii. 35, 36. 
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fan conquers 


ture of God's moral 


9 
for himſelf: the Lingam, he 
contends: for, will be his own inheritance. 


Win the heavenly crown and wear it. 
The ſhining ſquadrons of light, who have 


fought manfully, under the banner of 
Chriſt, againſt his and their enemies, /bal/ 
reign with him for ever and ever, in the 
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
* ee ee W 


m CONCLUSION. 


From what bath been diſcourſes, Sy 
following e and reflections may be 
e 


. 


1. THE -kingdom of God meets with 


great oppofition in the world. This oppo- 


ſition was early formed, and has been main- 
tained with various ſucces, from age to 
age. A moſt ſtrange, unaccountable ph 
nomenon ] if one * not conſider the na- 
nt, that it is not 
ſupported by mere power; ; otherwiſe it 
were atterly impoſſible, for any number of 


creatures whatſoever, to form a party againſt 
the Almighty ; becauſe nothing can be a 


match for Omniporence. But the divine Be- 
ing exerts only jo much power as his wiſdom 
1 |. 3. - "008 


p "9 xxii. 5. 


Matth. xiil. 43. 


(39) 


ſees fit in the government of moral agents, 


” without deſtroying their proper agency. 


By this means it cometh to paſs, that many, 
abuſing their natural liberty, and mifapply- 
ing the. powers God hath given them, 
join in a wilful oppoſition to his kingdom, 
and ſo make themſelves accountable for 
the guilty part they act in this affair: 
Therefore, in a juſt eſtimation of things, 
the being of fin in the world, is ſo far 
from any . reaſonable objection againſt the 
providence of God, that it is rather a vin- 

dication of it; becauſe it illuſtrates - the 

_. wiſdom of the divine adminiſtration. | 
2. Mos wiſeand merciful is the de- 
ce ſign of the Chriſtian revelation; ſince it is 
intended to reclaim finners from their 
« apoſtaſy, and to engage them in the 
* cauſe of truth, and virtue, and real re- 
ce ligion.” To this bleſſed end and purpoſe 
the goſpel of Chriſt is ſo admirably well 
adapted; ſuch an excellent mean it is to 
ſupport the moral government of God 
among men, that, with great elegance 
and propriety, this diſpenſation is called the 
Kingdom of God. What reaſon have we 
to be thankful for it! The God of all 


a | . g 
4 
* 
- 


grace (and an adorable inſtance it is of his : 


grace and goodneſs) hath called us to his 
eternal glory by Chrift Feſu. yy 
ED "oi 


3 

tc the adverſaries of the Chriſtian revela- 
d tion, and all that oppoſe tbemſelves, be 
* convinced of their error; if God, per- 
te adventure, will give them repentance 
te to the acknowledging of the truth; and 
< that they may recover themſelves out of 
the ſnare of the devil, who are taken 
e captive by him at his will 

3. Tye Chriſtian warfare is to be 


8 


* 


* maintained, and carried on, not by car- 
«* nal, but ſpiritual methods; becauſe it is 
cc 


«* a ſpiritual warfare,” So that, whatever 
] officers 


2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. There hath been, of late, a diſ- 
pute about the meaning of this text. It is not likely 
that dvr and 2xeivov relate to the ſame perſon, or ante- 
cedent: ſee Dr. Whitby in loc. The former, I ſup- 
poſe, belongs to the nearer, the latter to the remoter. 
Therefore, «is 78 2xe&you Hanua, muſt be referred, I 
imagine, not to C , but dvavinl.oow, and ſig- 
niſies the terminus ad quem, as ## Tis Ts dais a 
vi, is the terminus a quo. That participle, I ſup- 
| Poſe, points at JrzBiau mayid&-, and ſignifies the de- 
viPs captures. The literal ſenſe of the word, is 10 
take alive. Tis d avrev Sieghepay, wo NS 
Corypiicarres id Polyen. Stratag. lib. 1. cap. viii. 
comp. lib. 2. cap. xxvii. & alibi paſſim. The ſame 
thing is thus expreſſed; aonatZs iv ayciao, moncs e 
Cavras Eno. Idem lib. 7. cap. 43. comp, lib. 8. cap. 
x. But that it ſignifies to take, with a delign f keep 
alive, doth not appear from the notation of the word, 
but muſt be determined by the manner of diſcourſe, - 
and the circumſtances of things. That it was an an- 
tient cuſtom, in ſome places however, to preſerve alive 
captives taken in war, may be inferred from the fol- 

lowing paſſage. 
| . . : On 


* 


12 41 1 
officers Chriſt hath appointed id his church, 
he hath inveſted them only with ſpiritual 
powers. It was foretold of Chriſt, Thy 
N People ſhall be wiey in the day of thy 
power *; becauſe the N were to be invited, 
— drawn, into his ſervice, by x powerful 
means of perſwaſion, not driven or L reed, 
by compulſiye methods. If the apo/Hes o 
Chriſt claimed the honourable character of 
his | embaſſadors, it was only to aſſert the 
authority he had given them, to pray 
ſinnets, in his name, to be reconciled unto 
God's, 1 - The ky ngdom of Ged cometh not wi th 
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But, ben ien were „ len alive, in hunting, 
| fovtling. Sc. it was generally with a deſign to 4% 
them: and the mention of a /nare, ſeems to point at 
ſome ſuch ſenſe of the word in this paſſage , comp. 
Pf. xci, 3. In this view, there is a peculiar pro- 
priety in the term dνα Tg; which ſignifies fo grow 
ſober again, after a fit of” arunkennefs - * and this may 
allude te the art of fowling ; Hay dg 69e eve 
6 pboceis, tay ofvoy ev & ſ eis e d ιπτ e. nenpαα¾q 
oled bs sgoy db Geopenic. ſeu de Re Ruſtic. lib. 
xiv. cap. 21. TOY Cane per Needham. 

. 

* 2 Cor. v. a "Reavartineds of parties at va- 


riance, is one great _— ſolemn —_—_ 253 which 
| | may 


(2 : 
ebſervation (with external pomp and ſhew, 
like the ſplendid kingdoms of this world) 
neither ſhall they ſay, lo here ] or lo there! 
for behold ! the kingdom of God is within 
you?, It is a ſpiritual, moral kingdom, 
an empire over minds, a dominion and 

ſovereignty over mens hearts; a kingdom of 
truth and virtue, of righteouſneſs, _ peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt *. Therefore, 
the true intereſts of this divine kingdom, 
can be promoted. by. ſpiritual ways and 

means alone. Though we walk in the fleſh, 
faith the apoſtle, we do not war after the 
fleſh. For the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal (ſuch as derive their efficacy from 

an arm of fleſh) but mighty through God, 
Idivinely mighty, and ſpiritually powerful, | 
In their nature, tendency, manner of ope- 

ration and effects) to the pulling down of 
7 rong holds : caſting down imaginations, and 
every high thing which exalteth ſelf againſt 
| the knowledge of God; and bringing into cap- 
roity Guy #hought 1 70 the obedience of . 15 
To 


may abate the WR. of "2 men againſt the title 
of embaſſadors, as applied to the apoſtles of our Lord. 
It is manifeſtly taken in this ſenſe, here, by St. Paul. 
Ex 4 geo et ape. os di gie dr ,s agar xeudey ; 
Aenoph. As morab. lib. iv. cap. 6. ſec. 14. TlesaCwor- 


75 20s d jolie — epi chef KETEANGYIG [riſtoph. 
ves | 


nd Luke xvii. 20, 21, . 
* Rom. xiv. 17. 
2 E. X. * 


. 1 
To captivate the ſouls of men, not to en- 
ſlave their bodies; to triumph over their 
ignorance and errors, their follies and vices, 
by the armour of lizht, by the force of 
truth, by the ſovereign dint of reaſon and 
religion, is the proper deſign of the goſpel, 
and A goſpel-miniſtry. 

4. Tux moſt dutiful and loyal re- 
* gards are to be paid to Jeſus Chriſt, as 
E being our Lord, as well as our Saviour. uf 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 is the captain of our 

ſalvation, and, as it were, commander in 
chief in the ſpiritual warfare, by the com- 
miſſion and appointment of God the Fa- 
ther. His written orders we have in the 


holy ſcripture, which we are, indiſpenſably, _ 


obliged to obey ; obſerving all things hat- 
be ver he hath commanded ; becauſe, all power 

in heaven and earth is given to bim®. The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment to the Song that all men might 
honour the Son as they honour the Father e; 
by yielding the ſame dutiful homage and 
loyal obedience to his divine authority and 
commands: ſo that, from his ſentence, 
there lies no N a Therefore, while 

0 * We we 


b Matth. xxviii, 183 as 
John v. 22, 23. | 

* Militie ab eo, qui imperabit, provocatio ne «ffs ; 
gquodg; is, qui bellum gerat, imperalſi t. Jus —_ ; eſto, 
Cicero de legib. ib, LA 
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EL 
we juſtly. diſclaim all human authorities, 
in matters of religion and conſcience ; and, 
in this reſpect, call no man maſter upon 


earth; let us remember, that we have a 


maſter in heaven, even Chriſt *, and ſo con- 


7 


| form ourſelves to his mind an & witl;.-hoe | 


in judgment and practice. 


5. Laſtly; to miſcarry in the affair of 
te religion, muſt be highly inexcuſable in 
« any Chriſtian: becauſe we are poſitive- 
ly aſſured, that we ſhall ſucceed in this af- 
fair, if we do but uſe proper diligence and 
application : — conſequently, a miſcarriage 
here, muſt be owing to the want of dili- 
gence, on our part. What remains, then, 
but that we it down and count the cat? 
Let us conſider, ſeriouſty, what we have 


to do; ſhake off carnal floth and ſecurity, 
and apply ourſelves, with fear and tremb- 


ling, to the great work of our falvation. 


A great work to be ſure it is, which you 
have undertaken, who are engaged in the 


ſpiritual, warfare ; and ſtand marſhaled, as 


it were, in battle array for eternal life. 


Great oppoſition you may expect in the 


glorious enterpriſe. Many, alas! but too 


many, have miſcarried in the attempt; and 


the foield of the mighty hath been vilely caſt 


away. All this ſhould but animate your 


courage, awaken your . caution, and invi- 


| gorate your refolution, God hath given a 


e Matth, xxiii. 8. banner 


(ul 


Banner to them that fear him, that it may 


be diſplayed becauſe of the truth f, The Spi-. 
rit of the Lord will lift up a flandard a- 


gainſt his enemies 5, Deſerters there are, 


and will be, from the Chriſtian flandard, 


and from a ſcriptural religion; ſuch offences 
ill come: but let not this diſcourage and 
caſt us down. If the prince of darkneſs 
hath erected a great many trophies: greater 
is he that is in us, than he that is in the 
world ®, And, we are aſſured of ſucceſs, 
victory, everlaſting triumph, and glory, by 
him, who can give it, and will give it al- 
ſo to faithful, perſevering endeavours. , 
Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind ; 
march on, brave Chriſtians, with undaunt- 
ed courage; advance boldly. in the cauſe 
of truth and virtue; take the kingdom of 


heaven with a noble violence. O glorious _ 


conteſt ! O muſt glorious wiitory ! Therefore, 
 evatch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you 
lie men, be ſtrong. © Now unto him 
< that. is able to keep you from falling, and 
< to preſent you faultleſs, before the; pre- 
<« ſence of his glory with exceeding joy; 
to the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be 
glory, and majeſty, dominion nd power, 
e both naw and ever. Amen. | 
Pſal. 1 1 
A * ag * 78 
h I John iv. 4. 
i IT Cor, xvi. 13. 
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Upon ii Per ER i. 10, 11. 


INC E the love of Chriſt, in dying 
O for us, lays us under peculiar obliga- 
tions to love one another; the ſtated re- 
membrance of his death is a proper mean 
both of teſtifying and improving mutual 
love and affection among chriſtian brethren. 
Tis true, our charity ſhould be unconfined : 
but, if we are obliged to honour all men, 
we: ought, in a more eſpecial manner, 10 
love the brotherhood *. And, it may deſerve 
conſideration, whether the celebration of 
the Lord's-ſupper ought not to be peculiarly 
appropriated to the Chriſtian brotherhood, as 
a family of ove, It appears, however, to 
have been ſo underſtood in the primitive 
times. The Gentiles themſelves, it's ob- 

. ſerv- 


Ley B Pet. ii. 17. 


4 


„ | 
ſervable, had their chariſtia, or love-feaſt 5 
—to which none but relations were ad- 
mitted; and the deſign whereof, was to 
cCultivate Family friendſbips b. In like man- 
ner, the primitive Chriſtians. had their love= 
Feaſts, which they obſerved as a ſpiritual 
brotherhood ©. And though the faid feaſts 
weere different, I ſuppoſe, from the Lord's 
ſupper ; this ordinance might, very naturally, 
be conſidered as the moſt facred pledge and 
ſymbol of Chriſtian love and charity. The 
method, in which the Greeks had been uſed 
to manage their friendly collations, might, 
poſſibly, give occafion to thoſe diſorders 
in the church of Corinth, which are ſharply 
reproved by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. where he 
diſcourſeth ſo largely, at the ſame time, con- 
cerning the due celebration of theLord's-ſup- 
per; which appears to have been annexed to 
the ſaid entertainments,till St. Paul regulated 
the matter; after which regulation, a con- 
trary cuſtom took place ©. This, I appre- 
hend, is a more probable account of the 
matter, than the ſuppoſition of ſome learned 
men; vi. that the entertainments aforeſaid _ 
had a reference to the Feiſb paſſover*, 1 
1 ee ee 
Vid. Ovid. Fafti, lib. ii. Valer. Max, lib. ii, 
cap. I. ſec. 18. | 55 „ 
c Agapen fratrum. Tertullian. ad Martyr, _ 
« Vid. Plin. Ep. lib. x. 97. „ 
= Sce Dr. Ligbtfoot Op. vol. ii, p. 776. 


—_ |... --. (48). 
am the rather inclined to this notion, be⸗ 
gauuſe ſomething of the like Irregularities 
. were cenſured by Socrates, in his time, 
with reſpect to — collations *, In ſhort, 
what I would humbly propoſe to conſi- 
deration, is this ; «© Whether the Lord's. 
£6 ſupper, as being a peculiar. ſymbol of 
« Chriſtian communion, ought not to be 
& ſolemnized by Chriſtians, as a diſtinct, ſpi= 
tc ritual ſociety, and conſidered, under the 
e notion of a religious fraterni ty,” Since 
it is a poſitive ordinance of Chriſt, it muſt 
— appropriated to the ſpecial end, and uſe, 
for which it was, by him, deſigned. And 

it cannot, I think, in 'reaſorribe ſuppoſed 
to ſtand wholly upon the ſame foot with 
the moral parts of divine worſhip, which 
are duties of natural religion, and common 
therefore to Chriſtians and other men alike, 
It St. Paul enjoined the Corinthians * not to 
keep company, if any man that is called a bro- 
ther be a fornicator, or covetous, or an ido- 
later, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an ex- 
tortioner; with ſuch an one, no not to eat; 
but required them 10 put away from 
among them any fuch wicked perſon * —Can 
it be reaſonably imagined, that they were 
to receive, or amt, him into the holy Bro- 


1 „ ee ee therhood, 


F Xempb. 83 lib. lt, caps Ie | 
'S 1 Ep. „ 
T Ver, 13. 


(a9) 


ber bod, by imparting to bim the moſt 
ſacred jy mbols, the moſt ſolemn tokens and. 
pledges of Chriſtian friendſhip. and fellow-. 
ſhip? Were they forbid to eat bread with 
him, at a common table? and could they 
be allowed to communicate with him, at 
the table the Lord? Incredible! The te- 
ſtimony of Fuſtin. M. is clear and expreſs 
to the contrary. It is not lawful, faith 
ce he, for any other to partake of the Eu- 
"= charift, but one that believes the Chriſtian © 
ce doftrine, and is baptized, and lives ac- 
* cording to. Chriſts commands. And 
may not St. Jude be underſtood to com- 
plain of it, as an irregularity, which wanted 
reforming, —when he ſaith, of ſome diſor- 
derly perſons, Theſe are ſpots i in your feaſts 
_ of charity *? It | hath been pretended, in- 
deed, has the chief reaſon of St. Pauls 
directing immoral Chriſtians to be laid un- 
der a cenſure, was, to prevent infection by 
their example: and ſo, becauſe infection is 
promoted by private converſe, not by pub- 
lic communion ; from hence it is inferred, 
that ſuch cenſures have only a regard to the 
former. But the ſame reaſon would have 
obliged, as ſtrongly, to ſhun the ſociety of 
unbelievers, equally immoral, as their ex- 
; ample muſt be equally infecting; whereas, 


A A. 2. 
* Jude ver. 12. 
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into her boſom, the moſt proffigate crea 
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(50). 


the apoſtles make a plain diſtinction, in the 


meaſures of conduct, to be Sbſcrord to- 


Wards them, and towards profeſſed Chriſti- 


ans. Belides the danger of infection, 


there is the ſhaming of the offender ® to 


be confidered, in this matter: and, above 


all, the reſcuing religion from the publick 
ſcandal and reproach, which is caſt upon 


it, by looſe, immoral profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity. But, if this be a good reaſon for 


avoiding the private ſociety of ſcandalous 
| Ebriftians; how much more to exclude 
them from publick communion ; becauſe eve- 


ry religion is judged of, by its moſt ſacred 
and folemn affs: And therefore, muſt, una- 


voidably, fuffer in its reputation, if thoſe 


_ perſons, who are Judged unworthy of pri- 
vate converſe, be admitted to its holy my= 
ſteries: Procul efle profani., Why, Heu- 
tbens themſelves guarded their communtons : 


and what would the world have thought 
of the Chriſtian church, had ſhe received, 
tures unreformed pon the whole, the 
ſolemn renewing our Chriſtian vows, or ra- 
ther, recognizing our Chriſtian obligations, 


Wh the Lords-table, may be conſidered as a 


proper mean of making our calling and elec- 
tion, into the viſible church of Chriſt, frm 
8 — and 
1 1 1 Cor. v. IO, II. | | 
% ll 14, 15. 


T R@ES TT 
and ſure particularly in regard of the re- 
lation it hath to viſible church-memnber/hi p 
upon the foot of a regular diſcipline, and 
goſpel order. And; though forne perſons 
make little account of goſpel order and diſ- 
cipline, or eveti a goſpel miniſtry; = thoſe, 
who believe the divine authority of the So- 
ſpel, and conſider the church of Chrift, as a 
Spiritual ſociety, formed upon that authority, 
and ſettled by him, under proper regulati- 
ons; — cannot ſlight theſe things, without 
great inconſiſtency, and ſymbolizing win 
the enemies of the Chriſtian revelation, con- 
ſpiring with them to reduce all things to a 
ſtate of nature, or of mere natural religion“. 
In the mean time, the want of Gadly diſci- 
line is too viſible every where: and the 
"church of England, in particular, piouſly 
uiiſbeth for the reſtoration of it*, May ſuch 
wiſhes be attended with ſucceſsful endea- 
vours to promote fo good a deſign! But, 
alas! what proſpect can there be of ſeeing 
things placed upon a better footing ;—fo . 
long as the ſacrament of the Lord's-ſupper 
is made a %% of any thing but Chri/tian 
ſobriety and virtue! _ . 


1 Vid. Hughes's Diſſert. Proæmial. ad Chryſoftom, di 
a/ es | f 
 * Preamble to the Commination. 
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1 T HE Hiſtory of the firſt planting the Chriſtian. 


Religion, taken from the Acts of the Apoſtles 


and their Epiſtles : Together with the remarkable 
Facts of the Fewi/h and Roman Hiſtory which affe&t- 


cd the Chriſtians within this Period. In two Vols. 


4to. | 
With an Appendix to prove, that St: (7 wrote the 


Aci: of the Apoſtles; and to ſhew, that, if the A&s 
contain a true Hiſtory, Chriſtianity muſt be true, 


By George Benſon. 
II. A Panipliraſs: and Notes upon St. Paul's Epi- 


ſtles to | 
Philemon, Falk 8 
1 Theſſalonians, 5 "Hon 
2 Theſſalonians, 2 Timothy, 
Attempted. in Imitation of Mr. Locke's Manner, 
To which are. annexed Critical Diſſertations, on ſe- 


veral Subjects, for the better * St. 
Paul's Epiſtles. 


Ul. By the fame FRE A Paraphraſe and Notes 
on the Epiſtle of St. James, attempted in Imitation of 
Mr. Locke's Manner. With a Diſſertation on Fames 


ii. 14—20. or, an Eſſay to reconcile what St. Faul | 


| hath ſfaig, concerning Men' s being juſtified by Faith. 


IV. By the fame Author, A Paraphraſe and Notes 
on the FPirſt Epiſtle of St. Peter, attempted in Imita- 


tion of Mr, Locke's e = With an Eſſay to ex- 


plain what is meant by Chriſt's Preaching to the Spirits 
in Priſon : Ons a Ditſertation on 1 Pet. lil, 17, Oc. 


